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We just had a serious accident at the Int'l Tour in Minnesota, and it should be a wakeup call and important reminder for all of us that drive old cars...including Model T's. The details are just now coming out, but what is known is that a front tire came off an early teens era Clincher Rim.  The driver lost control and the car rolled over, possibly two rotations.
 
This is the second serious accident I'm personally aware of that resulted in a rollover. In both cases the passenger wasn't as seriously hurt as the driver.  I suspect they were thrown clear while the driver attempted to regain control.
 
We may never know for sure how it happened, but I feel compelled to emphasize a few safety recommendations for your consideration:
 
1. Too many times I have seen people improve their engines, transmissions, rear ends and brakes to cruise at high speeds.  But at what increased risk? Some people install seat belts for safety, but will the steering gear, suspension and handling qualities really allow us to travel at higher speeds safely?   I say NO!
2. Clincher tires/rims are safe if the bead is well seated in a proper rim and the tire is fully inflated!  We must be vigulent in inspecting our rims and maintaining 55-60 psi.  We should check them often.
3. We must slow down, particular for turns!  Old cars have a very high center of gravity and lean a lot!  This puts extreme pressure on the "outside" tires...particular the front.  Front tires that are under inflated may literally roll off the rim in a sharp turn.
4. Artillery-style wheels with wood spokes have poor strength from the side, so side loading should be avoided.  Check those wood spokes and don't drive with loose spokes.  Take all turns far slower than in a modern car. 

Be safe so we can enjoy each other and tour together for a long, long time. Model Ts are fun to drive, historically significant and overall a joy, but our speed should not exceed 30-35 mph routinely.  I think Henry would agree.
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