 
	 
   
  Old rail inspection car photos     


  
  
[image: image1.jpg]Vj CPM246 West Toronto, 1958





[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]



[image: image6.jpg]



[image: image7.jpg]



[image: image8.jpg]



[image: image9.jpg]Looking Down —and Back

OOKING down 314 fect from the top of the Company’s high level bridge west of

the city of Lethbridee is Mrs. G. S. Thorvaldson of Winnipeg, wife of the president
of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce and dsughter of the late J. E. Schweitzer, who
designed and supervised the building of the bridge in 1908 and 1909,

With her is Superintendent K. R, Perry of the Lethbridge division. Mrs. Thorvaldson,
who accompanied her husband recently on his current, tour of western Canadian Cham-
bers, saw the bridge for the first time when in Lethbridge. Her father also designed
the famous Spiral Tunnels at Field, BC., and suporvised both projects. He was assist-

ant chief engincer af Winnipeg when he designed the projects and Mrs. Thorvaldson
recalls having watched him work on the plans. He moved to Montreal i 1911 as chief
engineer for the CPR and died a short time Tater

The bridge is 5327 feet long and 314 feet high at its highest point. It consists of 33
steel towers and the whole project weighs 12,500 tons, The structure, famous to tourists,
was built at a cost of $1,500,000.
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A new track motor inspection car (above right) has been designed for the Company’s
Ontario district to take the place of the former car used on the district (left), » modified
1620 Packard. The new car, & completely remodelled 1939 Buick, appears in this picture
as being almost. the same as any other 1939 Buick. But it isn't! In the first place the
old drive was removed and a Ford truck rear axle replaced it.

In addition an_entirely new suspension was installed. While no “hot-rod,” the car
will do an honest 72 miles-per-hour on the rails — that is it will if anyone wanis to drive
it that fast, The brake is still situated on the floor where you'd expect it to be, but it
now controis an air compressor system for stopping the car. The stcering wheel is the
emergency or parking brake, To set it, just give a good twist in an anti-clockwise
direction. Por safety purposes an air horn and diesel locomotive bell were installed, but
you can still sound the regular auto hor if you want.

All the standard running lights were applied to the car as well. Tn addition, tool boxes
were fixed to the car, new instruments installed, flagging kits mounted on the rear
fenders, a portable turn-table fixed onto the underside of the car, and the rear trunk
outfitted with brackets to hold signal lanterns and a portable telephone set. Complete,
the ear without passengers weighs a little over four tons. The design changes and altera-
tions were made under the supervision of O. R. Barefoot, superintendent of motive power,
and the work was carried out at the Company’s West Toronto Locomotive Shops,
under general foreman Charlie. Clarke.
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