Tin Lizzies rumble into town Sunday

Spectators invited to look them over, talk with drivers
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The Model T Tour will go to various places in Marion County from March 6-10. Three of the gentlemen taking part in the event are John Cornale with his 1926 Model T pickup truck, left, Steve Ellis with his 1927 Model T touring car, center, and Jim Loux with his 1922 Model T touring car, right.
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If you live on a back road in Marion CountyMarion County, you might hear the sputtering pop-pop-pop of a cavalcade of Model T Fords rumbling through your neighborhood. 
And, if you're lucky enough to get a peek at one of the Tin Lizzies, you might be taken back a full century to the time when Henry Ford teamed up with other entrepreneurs to develop a reasonably priced car for the traveling public.

Since then, lovers of antique cars have gathered periodically to show off their vintage automobiles. Among their events is the annual Model T Winter Tour, now in its 12th year in Florida.

This year, Marion County will host the tour Sunday through Thursday with scheduled stops at several spectator viewing locations, including Ocala's downtown square, Silver Springs Nature Park and Micanopy's Herlong Mansion.

Tour organizer Steve Ellis said about 100 Model T Fords will come from throughout the eastern United States and as far away as northern Canada. Several participants said they'll be checking out a possible winter residence while here.

The owner of two Model T Fords, Ellis said his own interest grew from his father's passion for antique cars.

"I actually learned to drive in a Model T when I was about 12 years old," Ellis said. "I had no appreciation of its antique vintage. I just thought it was great that I learned to drive an automobile, and it was a convertible, which made it a lot better. My dad had a Model T, and also a Model A, that we were allowed to play with. They're relatively small inside, so a child could easily learn to drive those the way pedals work. You just have to get your mind in slow gear."

Model T Ford Winter Tour stops

Sunday, March 6: Ocala Downtown Square, noon
Monday, March 7: Florida Carriage Museum, 10 a.m.; Sumter Landing The Villages, noon; Don Garlits Auto Museum, 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 8: Ocala Breeders Sale, 9 am; Silver Springs Attraction, noon (entry fee will apply).
Wednesday, March 9: Chasin' A Dream Farm, 10 a.m.; Micanopy/Herlong Mansion, noon; Williston/Two Tails Ranch, 2 p.m.
Thursday, March 10: National Parts Depot, Ocala, 9 a.m.
For more information, call Steve Ellis at 207-1498.
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Ellis will enter two cars in the tour, a dark green 1927 touring car, which he will drive, and a 1920 Six Post Express, which will be driven by a friend.

"This is a family reunion in most respects because 90 percent of these people have been doing it in previous years," Ellis said. "So it really has the feeling of a very warm family reunion, and that's why I do it. I love the cars, but I love the people, too."

Sanctioned by the Model T Club of America and Model T Club International, the tour is held in various Florida locations every year and is visiting Marion County for the second time, having been here five years ago. All the vehicles follow the same route, Ellis said.

"I try and find scenic routes that are traveled at as low speed as possible," said Ellis. "I avoid all of the major thoroughfares that I can. Usually, no more than 35 to 38 mph is probably the normal rate of cruise. Some that are modified will go faster than that. We have some that are referred to as ‘speedsters.' Sometimes they don't have fenders. Some of those might go 60 (mph)."

Out-of-town participants will "camp out" at the Ocala Hilton. Since the Model T's only get about 10 miles to the gallon, there will be occasional lineups at filling stations and the drivers themselves will refuel at local eateries. The five-day tour should make a positive economic impact on the area, Ellis said.

"I believe there's at least $300,000 worth of economic gain for Marion County," he said.

Numerous locals will be participating, among them Oak Run resident John Cornale, a snowbird participating for the first time. He'll drive a 1926 Model T pickup. He described it as a totally different driving experience from today's models.

"It's kind of like a step back in time," said Cornale. "None of these cars that you'll see on the tour have air conditioning, or power steering, or power brakes. You have to think continuously. The throttle, the equivalent of a modern gas pedal, is on the (steering) column. There are three pedals, a forward pedal for high and low speed — there's a trick to it. Then there's a reverse pedal and then, where the gas pedal is at on your car, that's the brake."

On Top of the World resident Jim Loux said he'll drive a 1922 touring car in the event. Part of the fun is having spectators gather around the cars and ask questions, Loux said.

"People are always asking, ‘Is it real? Is it a replica?" "Sometimes, they want to know how fast they go, and I always say, ‘Faster than I dare.' "

Ultimately, Loux said, it's just another day on the road.

"That's the fun thing about our cars. We drive them daily," he said. "These aren't trailer queens. We drive it every day that the weather is good."

Dean Yoder will drive his Model T four-door convertible all the way from Iowa, Ellis said.

"It's certainly the greatest distance by a Model T," said Ellis. "This is a remarkable guy and testimonial of the car's worthiness, too."

The tour itinerary has been revised and will not include On Top of the World Communities, Circle Square Commons and Shalom Park as originally planned, due to restrictions by the developer.

Calls to Ken Colin, developer and president of OTOW, were not returned.

Because of the change of venue, the tour will not stop at Oak Run Country Club, also on the State Road 200 corridor.

In an e-mail to the Star-Banner, Priya Ghumman, president of DECCA, developer of Oak Run Country Club, stated she had expected the tour to stop there and then heard about the cancelation.

"We hope that the many homeowners and antique car enthusiasts that live at Oak Run will still be able to experience it in some way," Ghumann wrote. "It appeared to be a very special event."

