Tin Lizzie Club of Central Florida Frequently Asked Questions

Who cares about the Model T Ford?

Many people do for many reasons. It was the first widely accepted vehicle for personal transportation and transformed our society by making reliable transportation available for the average person. For example, it changed the farmer's all-day trip to the city into an hour's drive and allowed rural people to participate in a broad range of city and town activities. It also allowed urban dwellers to visit the country for picnics and other recreation, helped popularize camping and was instrumental in creating the demand for paved roads and a national park system. Today, we take these things for granted.

When were Model Ts made?

Model Ts were made from 1908 until 1927. Over 15 million Model Ts were produced. Far more were produced than any other car until the Volkswagen Beetle overtook its production in the 1970s, at a time when two-car families became the norm. The impact of the Model T in its day is hard for us to imagine, but in the 1920s, over half of all cars on the road worldwide were Model Ts.

Why were Model Ts so popular?

The Model T was the first dependable, rugged means of personal transportation. Henry Ford's moving assembly line, mass production and simple construction made Model Ts very affordable. They don't have water pumps, oil pumps, fuel pumps or distributors. Until 1919, they didn't have starters, generators, or electric lights. In 1925, a brand new Model T roadster could be purchased for as little as $260 and a used but still serviceable Model T could be purchased for as little as $50. When you consider that a Ford factory worker made $5 per day, you can see that the Model T was a bargain. And believe it or not, the Model T was considered a fast car when first built and won many hill climbs, a popular form of speed competition (much like drag racing is today).

How fast will a Model T go?

A Model T in good mechanical condition will cruise all day at 30 to 35 mph. Most can go 45 to 50 mph but the engine is working pretty hard at these speeds, so most drivers go this fast only briefly. These figures also depend upon the body style and weight of the car, with roadsters the lightest and sedans and depot hacks the heaviest.

What are the three pedals for?


The three pedals control the transmission and brakes. When the left pedal is pushed down all the way, the car is in low gear. To remain in low gear, you must continue pushing on the left pedal. (It's been said that you push a Model T up a hill in low gear with your left foot!). If the left pedal is pushed to the halfway position, the car is in neutral. When the left pedal is completely released (not depressed at all), the car is in high gear. To engage reverse gear, place the car in neutral (either by depressing the left pedal halfway or by moving the lever to the left of the pedals to an upright position), then push the middle pedal. The right pedal is a brake that acts on the transmission when pushed. Operating the brake and transmission sounds more difficult than it really is. After some practice, most drivers don't give it a second thought.

Interestingly, the Model T has a planetary transmission that's the forerunner of the automatic transmission. It's very similar to an automatic transmission except you use foot pedal pressure to operate the bands rather than hydraulic pressure and it doesn't have a torque converter.

If none of the pedals operates the gas, how do you make a Model T go?

The lever at the right and under the steering wheel is the hand throttle. It controls the speed, much like the control found on a tractor or riding mower.

What type of gasoline do you use in a Model T?

Model Ts use regular unleaded gasoline. Leaded gasoline wasn't invented until the middle 1920s and wasn't readily available until the 1930s, so Model Ts didn't have it when they were young and don't need it now. The low-compression engine will operate with lower octane fuel. To lower costs they used to add kerosene or naphtha to the gasoline. 
Are Model Ts expensive?

Not really. If you search around, you should be able to find a good running Model T or one that can be made to run easily for around $5,000. A Model T at this price is considered a "driver" and may have several things wrong with it, including some deterioration of the body and upholstery. You can get a good running Model T that also looks good for about $10,000. However, if you want an immaculate show car, expect to pay $15,000 or more.

How hard is it to find parts?

Surprisingly, it's not too hard. Many reproduction parts (including a variety of tires) and new old stock parts (NOS) are available from many national suppliers, with complete catalogs for Model Ts. Parts are also readily available at many flea markets. Finding the parts and bargaining for them is a big part of the fun of owning a Model T.
Why do people own Model Ts?
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The reasons are probably as varied as the people who own them. Many people own a Model T because they want to own a very significant piece of history. Many own one because they enjoy tinkering on a car that's simple to work on. Many enjoy the fun of touring with other owners of Model Ts, driving in a parade or just driving to the local store (which turns a chore into an adventure). Many enjoy showing their cars at car shows and mingling with other car owners. And many enjoy the camaraderie and social activities of the local Model T club. There are also multi-day “tours,” where 100+ Model Ts get together for a ride in the scenic countryside and see the sights of a particular part of the country. These tours are reasonably priced, very popular, and sell out quickly.
OK, I'm interested in Model Ts and other cars of the era. How can I find out more?

Join the Tin Lizzie Club of North Central Florida, a local chapter of both the Model T Ford Club of America, and the Model T Ford Club International. Club members can help you find a Model T if you want one; will provide information on Model Ts; assist you in repairing or maintaining a Model T; or simply invite you to participate in club activities, including picnics, local tours or monthly meetings. 
Contact John Farr at johnhfarr@comcast.net, or call 352 446-0331 for more information.
